






























































































































































Item 6E 
From TAC memo dated April 11, 2012 
 
2. Member Cities’ Post-Construction Best Management Practices 
Requirements (and Review “Triggers”), and Potential Changes to Water 
Quality Policies Pertaining to Nutrient Loading Increases and a Water 
Quality Banking/Trading Program 
 
The TAC reviewed a draft table comparing the member cities’ and BCWMC’s stormwater 

management standards and triggers, and the erosion and sediment control triggers. The TAC 

provided some edits/ corrections. The comparison tables (Table 1 and Table C) are attached. 
 

The TAC also reviewed Commissioner Welch’s following suggested changes to the BCWMC 

triggers (as provided in a May 11, 2011 memo from Geoff Nash): 

 

The commission will review any land-alteration project that will: 

1. disturb more than 50 cubic yards of soil or 5,000 square feet of vegetation, and 

2. contribute stormwater runoff and/or snowmelt to an impaired waterbody (as determined 

by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency), whether or not a total maximum daily load 

study has been completed. 

3.  

Plans and specifications must be submitted to allow analysis of the project’s potential to 

exacerbate the impairment, and best management practices must be incorporated into the project 

plans to negate the project’s contribution to the impairment of the relevant waterbody/ies. 

 

As part of this discussion, the TAC also considered staff’s recommendation that the 

Commission’s non-degradation policy (policy 4.2.2.4) could be expanded to apply to all projects, 

not just redevelopment projects (i.e., new development and linear projects). 

 

After discussing the current city requirements, BCWMC requirements, TMDLs, and the 

BCWMC’s role in tracking/monitoring the implementation of the Medicine Lake, Sweeney Lake 

and Wirth Lake TMDLs (these TMDLs were assigned categorical waste load allocations), the 

TAC recommended that the BCWMC requirements (and triggers) remain as they are now, for the 

following reasons: 

• Medicine Lake, Sweeney Lake and Wirth Lake TMDL’s are being/will be met with the 

implementation of only a few projects in each watershed 

• Member cities will have significant difficulties meeting non-degradation requirements for 

linear projects. 

• The impact of storm water management BMP’s on water quality improvement at the 

trigger levels of 50 cubic yards and 5,000 square feet of disturbance would be difficult if 

not impossible to demonstrate or model. The BCWMC does not have staff to perform the 

increased amount of review, inspection, and follow-up that would result from this trigger 

level. 

• Current regulations (city and BCWMC), plus the BCWMC’s CIP, member cities’ CIP 

and education appear to effectively address water quality issues and improve water 

quality. 

 

The TAC also discussed the possibility of implementing “phosphorus-budgeting” in the 

watershed (e.g., 0.5 lb TP/acre allowed for the Medicine Lake watershed). Phosphorus budgets 

could be based on approved TMDLs, thus providing the Commission with a regulatory tool to 



address impaired waters and TMDLs. Plymouth is looking into this approach, which is currently 

in use in the State of Maine. The TAC expressed interest in exploring this further at a future TAC 

meeting and bringing it to the Commission. 

 

The TAC then discussed the possibility of establishing a water quality trading/banking program. 

The TAC noted that the merits of a banking/trading program include the likelihood that more 

regional facilities rather than on-site facilities would be constructed as a result of such a program 

(the TAC felt this was a benefit). However, with the level of development already in place in the 

watershed, the TAC felt that there would be very little opportunity to construct regional facilities, 

as there are very few large undeveloped tracts left in the watershed. The TAC noted that the 

Commission’s CIP list includes a number of completed and future water quality treatment BMPs 

(e.g., ponds) that would be considered regional water quality ponds. The TAC discussed the 

status of the MIDS (Minimal Impact Design Standards) initiative program – members expressed 

interest in the “toolbox of BMPs” and the future banking/trading recommendations that will come 

out of it. The TAC recommended not pursuing water quality banking or trading at this time. 

 

Recommendations 
1. The TAC recommends that the Commission leave the current BCWMC requirements and 

triggers in place. 

 

2. The TAC recommends that the Commission direct the TAC to look into “phosphorus 

budgeting” in the watershed at a future TAC meeting and report their findings to the Commission. 

 

3. The TAC recommends that the Commission not pursue water quality banking or trading at this 

time. 










