
Watershed Assessment and Visioning Exercise 
April 18, 2013 



 Minneapolis 
 Golden Valley 
 Plymouth 
 Crystal 
 New Hope 
 Robbinsdale 
 St. Louis Park 
 Minnetonka 
 Medicine Lake 

Regional government organization 
formed in 1969 to focus on flood control 
along Bassett Creek.   
 
Now focused on improving and 
protecting water quality of Bassett 
Creek and the lakes and streams in the 
tributary area.  Includes parts of 9 
cities:   
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Vision Statement:  
Stewardship of water  resources to protect  
and enhance our communities 
 
Commission Funding:  
• Contributions from 9 member cities (2013: $515,045) 
• Hennepin County tax levy for major projects (2013: $1,000,000) 
• Grant funds and permit fees (2013: $53,000) 
 
Commission Activities:  
• Implement projects that improve and protect Bassett Creek and 

lakes, streams, ponds, and wetlands throughout watershed 
• Monitor water quality, perform studies, map resources 
• Provide water resource education to residents, businesses, local 

officials, and city staff  
• Provide watershed-wide coordination of activities and watershed 

“point of contact” for all stakeholders 
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Examples of Projects: 
 
• Raingarden and Infiltration Projects 
• Water Quality Ponds 
• Wirth Lake Outlet Upgrade 
• Streambank Restoration Projects 
• Flood Control Projects 
 
 

Sweeney Branch Restoration Project: Before and After 



Guides Commission over next ten years 
 Sets goals and policies 
 Prioritizes areas of focus 
 Lists projects and programs 



Using the index cards on your table, please answer the following 
question.  Please write only ONE answer per card. 
 
QUESTION #1:  Think about the lakes or streams in this 
area that have good water quality or seem to be in good 
health.  What makes those  
waterbodies healthy? What are  
the indicators of good quality  
or good health?  What do those  
waterbodies look like?  



Using the index cards on your table, please answer the following 
question.  Please write only ONE answer per card. 
 
QUESTION #2:  What concerns or  
issues do you have regarding water  
resources in your community?  
What contributes to the poor  
health of a stream or lake?  
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