
Appendix C. Characteristics and Classification of Major BCWMC Waterbodies (Updated February 2024)

Name B
C

W
M

C
 C

la
ss

if
ic

at
io

n
 in

 

2
0

2
5

 P
la

n

M
D

N
R

 P
u

b
lic

 W
at

e
rs

 

C
la

ss
if

ic
at

io
n

W
at

e
r 

Su
rf

ac
e

 A
re

a 

(a
cr

e
s)

La
ke

 s
iz

e
 >

1
0

 a
cr

e
s 

(n
e

w
 

fi
e

ld
; 

cr
it

e
ri

o
n

 f
o

r 
n

u
tr

ie
n

t 

im
p

ai
rm

e
n

t)

Tr
ib

u
ta

ry
 W

at
e

rs
h

e
d

 A
re

a 

(a
cr

e
s)

P
u

b
lic

 B
e

ac
h

P
u

b
lic

 A
cc

e
ss

1

Li
st

e
d

 a
s 

3
0

3
(d

) 
Im

p
ai

re
d

 

W
at

e
r 

b
y 

M
P

C
A

2
 (

d
ra

ft
 

2
0

2
4

) 

Lo
ca

ti
o

n
 o

f 
W

at
e

rb
o

d
y3

 

In
te

rc
o

m
m

u
n

it
y 

W
at

e
rs

h
e

d
 (

C
it

ie
s 

w
it

h
in

 

w
at

e
rs

h
e

d
)3

W
at

e
rb

o
d

y 
D

is
ch

ar
ge

s 
to

:

P
as

t 
B

C
W

M
C

 m
o

n
it

o
ri

n
g 

(l
at

e
st

 y
e

ar
)

H
as

 h
is

to
ry

 o
f 

C
A

M
P

 

m
o

n
it

o
ri

n
g 

B
C

W
M

C
 C

la
ss

if
ic

at
io

n
 p

e
r 

2
0

0
4

 P
la

n

M
P

C
A

 c
la

ss
if

ic
at

io
n

, i
f 

av
ai

la
b

le

El
ig

ib
le

 t
o

 b
e

 li
st

e
d

 a
s 

im
p

ai
re

d
 f

o
r 

n
u

tr
ie

n
ts

/ 

e
u

tr
o

p
h

ic
at

io
n

4  (
su

gg
e

st
 

re
m

o
vi

n
g 

as
 in

co
m

p
le

te
)

North Branch Bassett Creek5 Priority Stream Stream -- -- 2625 No Yes Yes (B) PL, NH, CR Yes (PL, NH, CR, GV) Bassett Creek Yes (2018-19) NA NA Stream Yes

Main Stem Bassett Creek Priority Stream Stream -- -- 2561 No Yes
Yes (B, Cl, FIBI, 

MIBI)
PL, GV, CR Yes (all) Mississippi River

Yes (Annual 

WOMP)
NA Level 3 Stream Yes

Plymouth Creek Priority Stream Stream -- -- 5427 No Yes
Yes (B, Cl, 

MIBI)
PL No Medicine Lake Yes (2022-23) NA NA Stream Yes

Sweeney Branch Bassett Creek Priority Stream Stream -- -- 1682 No Yes Yes (B) SP, GV Yes (SLP, GV) Bassett Creek Yes (2020-21) NA NA Stream Yes

Medicine Lake
Priority 1 Deep 

Lake
Lake 902 Yes 11014 Yes Yes1 Yes (N, HgF, 

FIBI)
PL, ML Yes (ML,PL, NH,GV,MK) Bassett Creek Yes (2024) Yes Level 1 Deep Yes

Parkers Lake
Priority 1 Deep 

Lake
Lake 97 Yes 1065 Yes Yes1 Yes (Cl, HgF) PL No Medicine Lake Yes (2021) Yes Level 1 Deep Yes

Sweeney Lake
Priority 1 Deep 

Lake
Lake 67 Yes 2397 No Yes1 Yes (Cl) GV Yes (GV,SP) Bassett Creek Yes (2021) Yes Level 1 Deep Yes

Twin Lake
Priority 1 Deep 

Lake
Lake 21 Yes 131 Yes Yes No GV No Sweeney Lake Yes (2021) Yes Level 1 Deep Yes

Wirth Lake
Priority 1 Deep 

Lake
Lake 38 Yes 405 Yes Yes Yes (Cl, HgF) GV Yes (GV,MP) Bassett Creek No6 No Level 1 Deep Yes

Northwood Lake
Priority 1 

Shallow Lake
Lake 15 Yes 1294 No Yes Yes (N) NH Yes (PL,NH) Bassett Creek Yes (2022) Yes Level 2 Shallow Yes

Westwood Lake
Priority 1 

Shallow Lake
Lake 38 Yes 463 No Yes No SP Yes (GV,SP,MK) NA Yes (2021) Yes Level 2 Shallow Yes

Cavanaugh (Sunset Hill) Pond
Priority 2 

Shallow Lake
Lake 13 Yes 126 No No No PL No NA Yes (2019) Yes NA Shallow Yes

Crane Lake
Priority 2 

Shallow Lake
Lake 30 Yes 591 No No Yes (Cl) MK No Medicine Lake Yes (2021)

No (1993, 

2014)
Level 3 Shallow Yes

Lost Lake
Priority 2 

Shallow Lake
Lake 22 Yes 61 No No Yes (N) PL No NA Yes (2022) Yes Level 2 Shallow Yes

Birch Pond -- Lake 4.0 No 55 No Yes NA MP Yes (GV, MP) NA No6 No NA -- No

Cortlawn Pond -- -- 5.6 No 457 No Yes NA GV Yes (GV,SP) Sweeney  Branch No No Level 3 -- No

East Ring Pond -- -- 2.5 No 364 No Yes NA GV No Cortlawn Pond No No Level 3 -- No

Grimes Pond -- Wetland 6.1 No 114 No Yes NA RB No North Rice Pond No No7 Level 3 Wetland No

Hidden Lake -- Wetland 9 No 142 No No ?? PL No Medicine Lake No Yes NA Deep No

North Rice Pond -- Wetland 3.7 No 233 No Yes NA RB Yes (CR,GV,MP,RB) South Rice Pond Limited (2013) No7 Level 3 Wetland No

Schaper Pond -- Wetland 3.4 No 2070 No Yes NA GV Yes (GV,SP) Sweeney Lake Limited (2023) No NA -- No

South Rice Pond -- Wetland 3.2 No 514 No Yes NA RB, GV Yes (CR,GV,MP,RB) Bassett Creek Limited (2013) No7 Level 3 -- No

Spring Lake -- Lake 4.3 No 43 No Yes1 Yes (Cl) MP No NA No6 No NA -- No

Turtle Lake -- Lake 508 Yes 420 No Yes NA PL No Plymouth Creek No No Level 2 Wetland No

West Ring Pond -- -- 4.8 No 319 No Yes NA GV No East Ring Pond No No Level 3 -- No

= yellow highlight indicates values updated since 2015 Plan

8 Area of Turtle Lake includes north (15 acre) and south (35 acre) portions.

6 Wirth Lake, Spring Lake, and Birch Pond are monitored by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.

2 N = nutrients, Cl = chloride, FIBI = fish bioassessments, MIBI = macroinvertebrate bioassessments, B = bacteria, Hg = mercury in water, HgF = mercury in fish, O = other.
3 CR = Crystal, GV = Golden Valley, MK = Minnetonka, ML = Medicine Lake, MP = Minneapolis, PL = Plymouth, NH = New Hope, RB = Robbinsdale, SP = St. Louis Park
4 To be listed as impaired for nutrients, a lake must be designated as a deep or shallow lake by the MPCA and have a surface area of 10 acres or more.
5 For the purposes of BCWMC classification, Bassett Creek Park Pond is considered part of the North Branch Bassett Creek.

7 Grimes Pond, North Rice Pond and South Rice Pond were monitored by Three Rivers Park District in 2020 and 2021.

1 Public access includes is defined as adjacent public land; motorized boat access is also present at Medicine and Parkers Lake; non-motorized boat access is present at Sweeney Lake and Spring Lake.


